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2a)D This action is FINAL. 2b)K This action is non-final. 
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closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quay/e, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Response to Amendment 

1 . Applicant's request for reconsideration of the finality of the rejection of the last 
Office action is persuasive and, therefore, the finality of that action is withdrawn. 

Drawings 

2. The drawings were received on 10/24/2005. These drawings (Fig.2) are 
acceptable. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-6 and 8-13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticiipated by 
Verkruijssen (W099/46944). 

Regarding claims 1 and 8, Verkruijssen teaches a system for changing operation 
mode of a first communication interface of a first device in communication with a second 
device (see Abstract, fig.2, connection between devices), comprising: a communication 
activator external to the first device (see fig.2, Verkruijssen's "terminal 10" reads on 
Applicant's "third device" and it inherently includes "software", and Verkruijssen's 
"exchange 30", "terminal 20" or "terminal 22" reads on Applicant's "first device". In 
addition, Applicant's specification page 10, lines 14-16 states that "the activator 25 can 
also be a piece of software in a device (e.g., PDA)". In addition, Applicant's 
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specification page 7, line 22 to page 8, line 6 stated that u devices 20 and 28-29 can be 
any kind of portable or mobile electronic device. In one embodiment, each of the 
devices 20 and 28-29 is a pager or a watch. In another embodiment, each of the 
devices 20 and 28-29 is a cellular phone or satellite phone. In a further embodiment, 
each of the devices 20 and 28-29 is a palm-top computer, a personal digital assistant, a 
personal organizer, or a mobile computer. In a still further embodiment, each of the 
devices 20 and 28-29 can be a computer system . Alternatively, each of the devices 20 
and 28-29 can be any kind of information appliance, mobile computer system, or any 
kind of small portable handheld electronic device or appliance") to send a trigger signal 
(see Abstract, fig.2 and page 4, lines 8-15) when an external third device (see fig.2, 
Verkruijssen's "terminal 10" reads on Applicant's "third device") wants to communicate 
with the first device (see fig.2, Verkruijssen's "exchange 30", "terminal 20" or "terminal 
22" reads on Applicant's "first device") via the first interface (see Abstract, fig. 2 and 
page 4, lines 8-15, in order to receive and transmit signals, the teaching of Verkruijssen 
inherently teaches Applicant's "interface"), a second communication interface inside the 
first device to receive the trigger signal (see Abstract, fig.2 and page 4, lines 8-15, in 
order to receive and transmit signals, the teaching of Verkruijssen inherently teaches 
Applicant's "interface"), an operation mode control module coupled to the first and 
second interfaces to cause the first interface to change its operation mode in order to 
communicate with the third device when the second interface receives the trigger signal 
(see fig.2, Verkruijssen's "exchange 30", "terminal 20" or "terminal 22" reads on 
Applicant's "first device" and see Abstract, fig.2 and page 4, lines 8-15, in order to 
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receive and transmit signals, the teaching of Verkruijssen inherently teaches Applicants 
"interface" and "an operation mode control module coupled to the first and second 
interfaces"). 

Regarding claims 2 and 9, Verkruijssen teaches the communication activator is 
inside the third device that also includes a first communication interface and a second 
communication interface (see fig. 2, Verkruijssen's "terminal 10" reads on Applicant's 
"third device". In order to receive and transmit signals, the teaching of Verkruijssen 
inherently teaches Applicant's "first communication interface", "second communication 
interface" and it inherently includes "software". In addition, Applicant's specification 
page 10, lines 14-16 states that "the activator 25 can also be a piece of software in a 
device (e.g., PDA)'). 

Regarding claims 3 and 10, Verkruijssen teaches the communication activator is 
located external to the third device (see Abstract, fig.2 and page 4, lines 8-15, the 
teaching of Verkruijssen inherently teaches "a communication activator". In addition, 
Applicant's specification page 10, lines 14-16 states that "the activator 25 can also be a 
piece of software in a device (e.g., PDA)'). 

Regarding claims 4 and 1 1 , Verkruijssen further teaches the operation mode of 
the first interface of the first device is changed to (1 ) suspend its current exclusive 
communication with the second device (see page 3, lines 17-18) and (2) include the 
third device in its communication such that the first, second, and third devices are in 
communication together (see fig.2, wired and wireless connections between "exchange 
30", "terminal 10", "terminal 20" or "terminal 22"). 
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Regarding claims 6 and 13, Verkruijssen further teaches the first and second 
communication interfaces employ different wireless communication technologies (see 
fig.2, wired and/or wireless connections). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

6. Claims 7 and 14 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Verkruijssen (W099/46944). 

Regarding claims 7 and 14, Verkruijssen teaches each of the first and second 
communication interfaces employs a wireless communication technology (see fig.2, see 
wireless connection between devices). 

Verkruijssen does not specifically disclose a group comprising infrared 
communication technology, laser communication technology. However, the Examiner 
takes Office notice such features as recited is very well known in the art. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the 
time the invention was made to modify the teaching of Verkruijssen in order to provide a 
method as claimed, for employing a wireless communication technology. 
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Response to Arguments 


7. Applicant's arguments with respect to claims 1-14 have been considered but are 
moot in view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 


8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Nghi H. Ly whose telephone number is (571 ) 272-791 1 . 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 am-5:30 pm Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Marsha Banks-Harold can be reached on (571 ) 272-7905. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703- 
872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 


Conclusion 


Nghi H. Ly 




